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in the evening. His days were spent working in his garden, 
walking and cycling. In the spring of 1906, while out walking at 
6 o'clock on a frosty morning, he slipped and bruised himself. 
An attack of influenza-supervened, which developed into pneumonia, 
and on nth March he died at the advanced age of ninety-two. 
Mr Rawson was one of those men who inspire affection and command 
the homage of heart as well as intellect. "At his funeral, which 
took place 16th March 1906 at the Havant cemetery, were, besides 
the representatives of the leading county families and a number of 
his fellow-magistrates, many of his old pupils, some of whom had 
travelled great distances to pay their last tribute of respect. 

Mr Rawson was an Associate of the Institute of Naval 
Architects, and a member of the London Mathematical Society. 
He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society on the 
9th November 1889. 

William John Reynolds was the eldest son of William 
Reynolds, a carmine manufacturer of Hackney. He was born at 
Clapton 2nd September 1845, aQ d attended the local schools, and 
afterwards a boarding-school at Greenwich, and finally Homerton 
College, at that time under Hr Unwin. Being of a mechanical 
turn of mind, he was bound apprentice to a firm of pianoforte 
makers in Clerkenwell. This firm coming to an abrupt end, 
Reynolds became clerk in the office of the Metropolitan Drinking 
Fountain Association in Clement's Lane. At his father's death, 
he, in conjunction with his brother, carried on the manufacture of 
carmine at Hackney for many years. Finally he joined with Mr 
Fred Baddeley, forming the firm of Baddeley & Reynolds, engravers 
and die-sinkers, in the Old Bailey. 

Mr Reynolds married in 1880 and had one daughter. He 
seems to have interested himself in many subjects, and especially in 
Horology and Astronomy, and often answered the questions of 
inquirers in the English Mechanic . He also interested himself in 
social matters, being at one time Secretary to the South Place 
Ethical Society, and was a man much esteemed amongst his 
acquaintances. His death occurred on 15th July 1906, at “ Varna,” 
Palmer's Green. 

He was elected a Fellow of the Society on nth June 1898. 

Philip Edward Sewell was born in London on the 14th 
January 1822. His father, Isaac Sewell, was a member of the 
Society of Friends, and his mother {nee Mary Wright) was a lady 
of some literary repute. His education commenced at Hackney 
Grammar School, then in charge of Canon Eden, and finished at 
the Friends' School at Stoke Newington. On leaving school he 
joined the London and County Bank at Brighton, of which his 
father was manager. Shortly afterwards he was entered for 
Cambridge University, but a breakdown in his health necessitating 
an outdoor life, he took up civil-engineering, under Mr C. E. 
Tignoles. In 1849 he married Sarah, youngest daughter of 
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Samuel Woods, of Tottenham. He was engaged in the con¬ 
struction of the Settle and Carlisle Railway, and subsequently 
in engineering work upon Seaham harbour. In 1853 he went 
to Spain as railway engineer, and while there he entertained the 
members of the Himalaya Eclipse Expedition in June i860 at 
Santander, for which he received the thanks of the Society. In 
1864 he accepted an appointment in Gurney’s Bank; and when 
this bank, in 1896, assumed the style of Barclay & Co., Mr Sewell 
was elected one of the Directors for the Norwich District. 

Mr Sewell was a man of broad sympathies. In the parish of 
Buxton, where he had property, he was greatly interested in the 
Reformatory for juvenile offenders, which he practically kept alive, 
both morally and financially. He was also an active worker on 
behalf of the Discharged Prisoners’ Aid Society. 

Mr Sewell was a justice of the peace, and was one of the 
original Aldermen appointed on the formation of the Norfolk 
County Council. Mr Sewell was twice married, but he died a 
widower, leaving one son, Mr Philip Edward Sewell. 

Mr Sewell was elected a Fellow nth January 1861, and died 
6th February 1906. 

William Simms, who died on 2nd January last at the age of 
eighty-nine, was the oldest Fellow of the Society, having been 
elected in 1851, three years before any existing Fellow. The 
names of Troughton and of Simms have been so long honourably 
associated with the history of practical astronomy that the oppor¬ 
tunity may be taken to recall a few facts about the different 
individuals who have borne them. 

Edward Troughton (1753-1835) was admitted as a young man 
to partnership with his uncle of the same name and his eldest 
brother John, who were settled in London as mathematical instru¬ 
ment makers. About 1782 the Trough tons established themselves 
in Fleet Street, where they commenced an independent business, 
called “ Ye Orrery,” as successors to a series of well-known artists 
(Wright, and subsequently Cole) who had previously occupied the 
same premises. After the death of his uncle and his brother 
John, Edward Troughton alone continued the business until 1826, 
when he took Mr William Simms (1793-1860)^3 his partner and 
successor. After Trough ton’s retirement in 1831, William Simms 
continued the business alone till his death in i860, when he was 
succeeded by his son James Simms, the present sole proprietor. 

William Simms had five brothers; one of them, Frederick 
Walter Simms (1803-1865), was for a short time previous to 1835 
assistant at the Royal Observatory under Pond, and a Fellow 
of our Society; and another brother, James, was a manufacturer 
of ships’ and other compasses in Greville Street, Hatton Garden. 
Our recently deceased Fellow, William Simms (1817-1907), was the 
son of this brother James, and was originally intended for his 
father’s business. But about 1836 the construction of railways 
had commenced, and his uncle’s occupation (of making astronomical 
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